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I’ll take this lady’s question, the last one.

WTO and President’s Visit to Istiqlal
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Who will the

United States support for the job of Secretary
General of the WTO, Salinas, Ruggiero, or Kim?

And my other question, while Indonesians are
very proud that a Christian—my Christian uncle
built the Istiqlal Mosque, I find it difficult to
explain to my readers why the President of the
United States took his time to visit that mosque.
Thank you, Mr. President.

The President. Let me answer the second
question first. I went to the mosque because,
first of all, I wanted to see it—it’s a massive
and impressive and important structure; sec-
ondly, because Indonesia is a predominantly
Muslim country that has a very vibrant Catholic,
Protestant, Hindu, and Buddhist heritage and
active religions today in all those areas. And
the Minister of Religious Affairs here made
available some time for me to go to the mosque,
to talk with him about what was going on there,
and to explain to me personally how these var-
ious religions had come into this country and
how they operated today within the country to-
gether, without undermining or conflicting one
with the other.

Finally, I have tried to do a lot as I have
traveled the world—and I did this when I was
in Jordan, speaking to the Jordanian Par-
liament—to say to the American people and to
the West generally that even though we have
had problems with terrorism coming out of the
Middle East, it is not inherently related to
Islam, not to the religion, not to the culture.
And the tradition of Islam in Indonesia, I think,
makes that point very graphically. It’s something
our people in America need to know; it’s some-
thing people in the West, throughout the West,
need to know.

With regard to the World Trade Organization,
I will have an announcement about that in the
next couple of days. You won’t have to wait
long.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 81st news conference
began at 7:10 p.m. at the Jakarta Hilton. In his
remarks, he referred to Tarmizi Taher, Minister
of Religious Affairs of Indonesia. A reporter re-
ferred to Mexican President Carlos Salinas,
former Italian Trade Minister Renato Ruggiero,
and South Korean Minister of Trade, Industry and
Energy Kim Chol-su as candidates for Secretary
General, World Trade Organization.

APEC Economic Leaders’ Declaration of Common Resolve,
Bogor, Indonesia
November 15, 1994

1. We, the economic leaders of APEC, came
together in Bogor, Indonesia today to chart the
future course of our economic cooperation
which will enhance the prospects of an acceler-
ated, balanced and equitable economic growth
not only in the Asia Pacific region but through-
out the world as well.

2. A year ago on Blake Island in Seattle, USA,
we recognized that our diverse economies are
becoming more interdependent and are moving
toward a community of Asia Pacific economies.
We have issued a vision statement in which we
pledged:

—to find cooperative solutions to the chal-
lenges of our rapidly changing regional and
global economy;

—to support an expanding world economy
and an open multilateral trading system;

—to continue to reduce barriers to trade and
investment to enable goods, services and
capital to flow freely among our economies;

—to ensure that our people share the benefits
of economic growth, improve education and
training, link our economies through ad-
vances in telecommunication and transpor-
tation, and use our resources sustainably.

3. We set our vision for the community of
Asia Pacific economies based on a recognition
of the growing interdependence of our economi-
cally diverse region, which comprises developed,
newly industrializing and developing economies.
The Asia Pacific industrialized economies will
provide opportunities for developing economies
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to increase further their economic growth and
their level of development. At the same time
developing economies will strive to maintain
high growth rates with the aim of attaining the
level of prosperity now enjoyed by the newly
industrializing economies. The approach will be
coherent and comprehensive, embracing the
three pillars of sustainable growth, equitable de-
velopment and national stability. The narrowing
gap in the stages of development among the
Asia Pacific economies will benefit all members
and promote the attainment of Asia Pacific eco-
nomic progress as a whole.

4. As we approach the twenty-first century,
APEC needs to reinforce economic cooperation
in the Asia Pacific region on the basis of equal
partnership, shared responsibility, mutual re-
spect, common interest, and common benefit,
with the objective of APEC leading the way
in:

—strengthening the open multilateral trading
system;

—enhancing trade and investment liberaliza-
tion in Asia Pacific; and

—intensifying Asia Pacific development co-
operation.

5. As the foundation of our market-driven
economic growth has been the open multilateral
trading system, it is fitting that APEC builds
on the momentum generated by the outcome
of the Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Ne-
gotiations and takes the lead in strengthening
the open multilateral trading system.

We are pleased to note the significant con-
tribution APEC made in bringing about a suc-
cessful conclusion of the Uruguay Round. We
agree to carry out our Uruguay Round commit-
ments fully and without delay and call on all
participants in the Uruguay Round to do the
same.

To strengthen the open multilateral trading
system we decide to accelerate the implementa-
tion of our Uruguay Round commitments and
to undertake work aimed at deepening and
broadening the out come of the Uruguay Round.
We also agree to commit ourselves to our con-
tinuing process of unilateral trade and invest-
ment liberalization. As evidence of our commit-
ment to the open multilateral trading system
we further agree to a standstill under which
we will endeavour to refrain from using meas-
ures which would have the effect of increasing
levels of protection.

We call for the successful launching of the
World Trade Organization (WTO). Full and ac-
tive participation in and support of the WTO
by all APEC economies is key to our ability
to lead the way in strengthening the multilateral
trading system. We call on all non-APEC mem-
bers of the WTO to work together with APEC
economies toward further multilateral liberaliza-
tion.

6. With respect to our objective of enhancing
trade and investment in Asia Pacific, we agree
to adopt the long-term goal of free and open
trade and investment in Asia Pacific. This goal
will be pursued promptly by further reducing
barriers to trade and investment and by pro-
moting the free flow of goods, services and cap-
ital among our economies. We will achieve this
goal in a GATT-consistent manner and believe
our actions will be a powerful impetus for fur-
ther liberalization at the multilateral level to
which we remain fully committed.

We further agree to announce our commit-
ment to complete the achievement of our goal
of free and open trade and investment in Asia
Pacific no later than the year 2020. The pace
of implementation will take into account the
differing levels of economic development among
APEC economies, with the industrialized econo-
mies achieving the goal of free and open trade
and investment no later than the year 2010 and
developing economies no later than the year
2020.

We wish to emphasize our strong opposition
to the creation of an inward-looking trading bloc
that would divert from the pursuit of global
free trade. We are determined to pursue free
and open trade and investment in Asia Pacific
in a manner that will encourage and strengthen
trade and investment liberalization in the world
as a whole. Thus, the out come of trade and
investment liberalization in Asia Pacific will not
only be the actual reduction of barriers among
APEC economies but also between APEC
economies and non-APEC economies. In this
respect we will give particular attention to our
trade with non-APEC developing countries to
ensure that they will also benefit from our trade
and investment liberalisation, in conformity with
GATT/WTO provisions.

7. To complement and support this substantial
process of liberalisation, we decide to expand
and accelerate APEC’s trade and investment fa-
cilitation programs. This will promote further
the flow of goods, services and capital among
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APEC economies by eliminating administrative
and other impediments to trade and investment.

We emphasize the importance of trade facili-
tation because trade liberalization efforts alone
are insufficient to generate trade expansion. Ef-
forts at facilitating trade are important if the
benefits of trade are to be truly enjoyed by
both business and consumers. Trade facilitation
has also a pertinent role in furthering our goal
of achieving the fullest liberalization within the
global context.

In particular we ask our ministers and officials
to submit proposals on APEC arrangements on
customs, standards, investment principles and
administrative barriers to market access.

To facilitate regional investment flows and to
strengthen APEC’s dialogue on economic policy
issues, we agree to continue the valuable con-
sultations on economic growth strategies, re-
gional capital flows and other macro-economic
issues.

8. Our objective to intensify development co-
operation among the community of Asia Pacific
economies will enable us to develop more effec-
tively the human and natural resources of the
Asia Pacific region so as to attain sustainable
growth and equitable development of APEC
economies, while reducing economic disparities
among them, and improving the economic and
social well-being of our peoples. Such efforts
will also facilitate the growth of trade and invest-
ment in the Asia Pacific region.

Cooperative programs in this area cover ex-
panded human resource development (such as
education and training and especially improving
management and technical skills), the develop-
ment of APEC study centres, cooperation in
science and technology (including technology
transfer), measures aimed at promoting small
and medium scale enterprises and steps to im-
prove economic infrastructure, such as energy,
transportation, information, telecommunications
and tourism. Effective cooperation will also be
developed on environmental issues, with the aim
of contributing to sustainable development.

Economic growth and development of the
Asia Pacific region has mainly been market-driv-
en, based on the growing interlinkages between
our business sectors in the region to support
Asia Pacific economic cooperation. Recognizing
the role of the business sector in economic de-
velopment, we agree to integrate the business
sector in our programs and to create an ongoing
mechanism for that purpose.

9. In order to facilitate and accelerate our
cooperation, we agree that APEC economies
that are ready to initiate and implement a coop-
erative arrangement may proceed to do so while
those that are not yet ready to participate may
join at a later date.

Trade and other economic disputes among
APEC economies have negative implications for
the implementation of agreed cooperative ar-
rangements as well as for the spirit of coopera-
tion. To assist in resolving such disputes and
in avoiding its recurrence, we agree to examine
the possibility of a voluntary consultative dispute
mediation service, to supplement the WTO dis-
pute settlement mechanism, which should con-
tinue to be the primary channel for resolving
disputes.

10. Our goal is an ambitious one. But we
are determined to demonstrate APEC’s leader-
ship in fostering further global trade and invest-
ment liberalization. Our goal entails a multiple
year effort. We will start our concerted liberal-
ization process from the very date of this state-
ment.

We direct our ministers and officials to imme-
diately begin preparing detailed proposals for
implementing our present decisions. The pro-
posals are to be submitted soon to the APEC
economic leaders for their consideration and
subsequent decisions. Such proposals should also
address all impediments to achieving our goal.
We ask ministers and officials to give serious
consideration in their deliberations to the impor-
tant recommendations contained in the reports
of the Eminent Persons Group and the Pacific
Business Forum.

11. We express our appreciation for the im-
portant and thoughtful recommendations con-
tained in the reports of the Eminent Persons
Groups and the Pacific Business Forum. The
reports will be used as valuable points of ref-
erence in formulating policies in the cooperative
framework of the community of Asia Pacific
economies. We agree to ask the two groups
to continue with their activities to provide the
APEC economic leaders with assessments of the
progress of APEC and further recommendations
for stepping up our cooperation.

We also ask the Eminent Persons Group and
the Pacific Business Forum to review the inter-
relationships between APEC and the existing
sub-regional arrangements (AFTA, ANZERTA
and NAFTA) and to examine possible options
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to prevent obstacles to each other and to pro-
mote consistency in their relations.

NOTE: The joint statement was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary but was not
issued as a White House press release.

Nomination for Commissioner of the Social Security Administration
November 15, 1994

The President today announced his intention
to nominate Shirley S. Chater, Ph.D., the cur-
rent Commissioner of Social Security, to head
the Social Security Administration when it be-
comes an independent agency next year.

‘‘In the year since she was sworn in as the
current Commissioner, Dr. Chater has taken de-
cisive steps to improve service to Americans
with disabilities, to streamline the agency and
make it more efficient, and to enact high cus-

tomer service standards for the more than 49
million Americans who receive Social Security
or Supplemental Security Income benefits,’’ the
President said. ‘‘I can think of no better person
to protect and maintain the administration’s
commitment to Social Security.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks to the International Business Community in Jakarta
November 16, 1994

Thank you very much, Secretary Brown, for
the introduction and for your tireless work on
behalf of American businesses and American
workers. Thank you, Mr. McNabb, for your tes-
timonial, and congratulations. I want to come
back to northern California and see you after
you’ve doubled your work force. Congressman
Mineta, it’s great to see you here. Ambassador
and Mrs. Barry, distinguished ministers of the
Indonesian Government, and the mayor of Ja-
karta, and all of our fine hosts from Indonesia
who have made this such a wonderful visit for
me and for the First Lady and the entire Amer-
ican delegation. This is my second trip to Asia
as President, and as I was watching Secretary
Brown give his remarks, I thought if I keep
coming back here I might become as well-
known in Asia as Secretary Brown is. [Laughter]

I want to thank all of you here from the
American private sector who are in the audience
for your presence but more importantly for your
commitment to keep our Nation engaged eco-
nomically across the world.

Keeping America on the front lines of eco-
nomic opportunity has been my first priority
since I took office. We are pursuing a strategy

to promote aggressive growth in the short run
and in the long run. We began by putting our
house in order. Our deficit was exploding; the
public debt in America had quadrupled between
1981 and 1993. Now we’re looking at a reduc-
tion in the deficit for the third year in a row
for the first time since President Truman was
President. Federal spending is the lowest it’s
been in more than a decade. We cut domestic
and defense spending last year for the first time
in 25 years. And the Federal work force is
shrinking to its lowest level since President Ken-
nedy was in office.

The second thing we are doing is working
hard to expand trade and investment. That’s
what NAFTA was all about. That’s what the
GATT agreement is all about, what the Summit
of the Americas, soon to be held in Miami,
and obviously this wonderful APEC meeting are
all about.

The third thing we’re working to do is to
develop a system of lifelong learning for our
people, from expanding preschool programs like
Head Start to providing more affordable college
education to our people, to changing the whole
unemployment system in America to a continu-
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